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REPOKT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GAME  COMMISSIONERS. 


To  His  Excellency,  John  Iv.  Tener,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir:  We  herewith  respectfully  submit  to  you  our  report  of  work 
done  through  and  under  our  direction  during  the  years  intervening 
between  December  1st,  1911,  and  December  1st,  1912,  with  recommen 
dations,  and  that  you  may  the  more  thoroughly  understand  the  situ- 
ation and  grounds  upon  which  this  report  is  based,  we  attach  hereto 
a copy  of  the  report  of  our  secretary  for  the  same  period. 

From  what  we  have  been  able  to  gather  from  this  and  other  re- 
ports made  to  us,  and  from  a personal  examination  made  in  different 
parts  of  the  State,  we  feel  satisfied  that  song  and  insectivorous  birds 
of  all  kinds,  classed  as  wild  birds  other  than  game-birds,  are  increas- 
ing in  this  State,  and  the  benefit  to  the  Commonwealth  from  this  in- 
crease from  an  economic  point  of  view  is  most  marked. 

. The  increase  of  game-birds,  beyond  that  of  last  year,  is  evident  in 
many  sections  of  the  Commonwealth  ; Quail  being  more  plentiful  in 
Pennsylvania  than  for  many  years;  this  increase  of  Quail  being  in 
evidence  in  most  of  the  counties  of  the  Commonwealth,  excepting  a 
limited  number  of  counties  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  State, 
where  because  of  close  cultivation,  it  is  impossible  for  these  birds  to 
exist  at  all. 

More  Kuffed-Grouse  have  been  seen  during  the  past  summer  and 
fall  than  has  been  the  case  for  five  or  more  years. 

The  reports  of  Wild  Turkeys  have  been  exceedingly  flattering,  and 
we  believe  there  are  more  Wild  Turkeys  in  the  State  to-dav  than 
there  has  been  for  many  years. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  about  the  very  decided  increase  of  Deer 
and  Bear.  More  Deer  have  been  seen  in  the  State  than  for  twenty- 
five  or  more  years,  and  while  perhaps  no  more  Deer  were  killed,  be- 
cause of  the  law  prohibiting  the  killing  of  any  deer  excepting  a 
“male  deer  with  horns  visible  above  the  hair,”  this  same  provision 
has  saved  the  lives  of  many  does  and  small  deer,  that  otherwise  would 
have  been  slaughtered.  While  we  are  not,  at  this  time,  in  position  to 
definitely  state  the  number  of  men  killed  and  wounded  in  mistake 
for  deer  in  the  United  States  during  the  hunting  season  just  passed, 
we  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  not  one  single  instance  of  this  kind 
in  our  State  has  come  to  our  notice.  We  know  there  have  been  sev- 
eral men  killed  in  this  State  and  a number  wounded  during  the  open 
season  this  year,  some  accidentally  and  some  in  mistake  for  Turkeys, 
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but  in  so  far  as  we  are  informed  up  to  this  time,  not  one  has  been 
killed  or  wounded  in  mistake  for  Deer.  This  condition  speaks  for  it- 
self, and  Ihe  increase  of  Deer  or  the  success  of  hunters  is  only  inci- 
dental. 

We  desire  to  report  the  creation  of  two  new  game  preserves  or 
sanctuaries,  created  during  the  past  year,  one  in  Perry  county,  and 
ihe  other  in  Westmoreland  county,  and  stocked  with  Deer  secured  in 
Michigan,  which  appear  to  be  serving  the  purpose  intended,  numbers 
of  fawns  are  now  following  the  does  introduced.  Wild  Turkeys, 
Ruffed-Grouse,  Squirrels  and  other  game  apear  to  realize  that  a condi- 
tion of  peace  and  safety  prevails  inside  Ihe  wire,  that  is  not  found  on 
ihe  outside,  and  as  a consequence,  are  coming  into  these  tracts  from 
different  directions. 

In  thus  reporting  an  increase  of  various  kinds  of  game  in  this 
State  we  do  not  intend  to  have  it  understood  that  any  species  of  game 
is  over  abundant,  or  that  game  collectively  abounds  in  excessive  quan- 
tity in  any  section  of  the  State,  we  simply  mean  to  say  that  there  has 
been  a fair  increase  of  game  of  various  kinds  as  compared  with  last 
year.  What  will  become  of  this  increase  during  the  coming  twelve 
months  is  a problem  we  are  unable  to  solve. 

When  we  consider  Ihe  various  methods  of  rapid  transit  in  use  to- 
day, the  improvement  in  guns,  in  range  and  general  killing  possibili- 
ties, the  expert  marksmanship,  and  the  toll  demanded  and  taken  from 
our  wild  life  by  bad  weather,  disease,  starvation,  and  vermin,  the 
only  wonder  to  us  is  that  we  have  game  at  all,  and  we  feel  that  to 
retain  such  game  in  quantity  as  we  have  it  today,  requires  the  most 
intelligent  and  painstaking  effort  upon  the  part  of  those  entrusted 
with  the  care  of  these  things,  not  only  in  the  fair  enforcement  of  the 
law,  but  also  in  having  our  people  understand  what  the  presence  of 
wild  birds  and  of  game  mean  to  both  our  State  and  Nation. 

We  recognize  the  fact  that  game  protectors  are,  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  game  laws  of  this  State,  frequently  called  upon  to  meet 
men  with  guns  in  their  hands,  and  that  at  best  the  work  these  of- 
ficers are  doing  is  dangerous. 

We  call  your  attention  to  Ihe  fact  that  mostly  because  of  the  effort 
of  the  limited  number  of  paid  officers  at  our  command,  we  have  been 
able  to  make  a return  to  the  State,  in  dollars  and  cents,  of  an  amount 
more  than  equalling  one-half  of  the  Apropriation  made  to  our  use. 

This  cash  return  being  entirely  outside  the  value  of  the  lifework 
of  song  and  insectivorous  and  game  birds,  preserved  through  their  ef- 
forts, or, 

The  value  of  game  of  all  kinds  as  a food  supply,  or, 

The  benefit  of  recreation  that  comes  because  of  the  presence  of 
the  presence  of  game,  or, 


The  fact  that  through  hunting'  our  young  men  secure  an  experience 
in  the  manipulation  of  guns,  in  camping,  in  going  and  coming  through 
our  fields  and  forests,  either  by  day  or  by  night,  that  fits  them  cheaply 
in  time  of  peace  to  become  efficient  soldiers  quickly  in  time  of  war,  or, 

The  peace  that  has  come  to  the  several  communities  of  the  Com- 
monwealth through  the  enforcement  of  the  game  laws,  especially 
those  provisions  prohibiting  hunting  the  year  round,  and  the  pro- 
visions making  it  unlawful  for  aliens  to  hunt  or  shoot,  or  be  pos- 
sessed of  shotguns  or  rifles  in  this  State; 

These  things  jointly  making  a return  to  the  State  that  in  our  opin- 
ion entitled  these  officers  to  a greater  financial  return,  or  salary,  than 
is  now  paid  them. 

We  recognize  the  fact  that  our  force  of  officers  as  it  now  stands, 
ten  Game  Protectors,  three  attached  to  the  office,  and  seven  in  the 
State  at  large,  is  entirely  insufficient  to  do  the  work  expected  of  us, 
and  therefore  recommend: — - 

That  the  entire  force  of  game  protectors,  thirty  in  number  as  au- 
thorized by  the  amended  section  3 of  the  act  of  June  25th,  1895,  P.  L. 
273,  entitled:  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  Game  Com- 
missioners, etc.,”  the  amended  section,  P.  L.  9G0,  1911,  be  put  in  com- 
mission, and  that  each  of  these  men  outside  of  the  office  be  paid 
$75.00  per  month,  instead  of  $50.00  per  month,  as  is  now  paid  them, 
with  an  allowance  for  expenses  not  to  exceed  $75.00  per  month,  such 
allowance  to  be  paid  only  where  the  report  of  the  office  shows  that 
such  claimed  expenses  were  necessary  to  the  performance  of  his  official 
work,  and  was  actually  expended. 

After  a careful  consideration  of  the  feasibility  and  possibilities  of 
the  matter  we  have  concluded  that  it  was  advisable  to  re-introduce 
wild  Elk  into  our  forests,  and  with  that  end  in  view  recommend  that 
a law  be  passed  giving  a series  of  years,  not  to  exceed  six,  of  absolute 
protection  to  Elk  in  Pennsylvania,  and  providing  that  after  a lapse 
of  that  time,  but  only  one  Elk  may  be  legally  killed  in  the  Common- 
wealth by  any  one  person  in  one  season,  which  in  every  instance  shall 
be  a male  Elk  with  antlers  of  not  less  than  ten  inches  in  length. 

Because  of  the  scarcity  of  game  not  only  in  this  State,  but  also 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  the  undisputed  fact  that  the  sale 
of  game  is  by  far  the  greatest  factor  leading  to  its  extermination,  we 
recommend  that  the  sale  of  all  kinds  of  game,  found  in  a wild  state  in 
the  United  States,  be  prohibited  in  this  State,  whether  killed  within 
or  outside  of  the  Commonwealth,  excepting  bear,  rabbits  and  rac- 
coon, and  squirrels,  and  such  game  as  may  be  raised  strictly  in 
captivity,  under  the  provisions  of  section  7 of  the  act  of  May  1st, 
1909,  P.  L.  325,  entitled:  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  game,  etc.,”  and  such  game  as  may  be  legally  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  foreign  countries. 
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Because  of  tlie  value  as  a weed  seed  destroyer  of  the  wild  bird 
known  as  the  Turtle  Dove,  the  scarcity  of  birds  of  this  kiud,  and  the- 
absolute  certainty  of  their  extermination,  under  present  conditions, 
we  recommend  that  the  Turtle  Dove  be  taken  from  the  list  of  game- 
birds  in  this  State,  and  be  accorded  absolute  protection. 

We  recognize  the  fact  that  the  game  law  of  this  State  as  it  stands 
today  may  not  be  the  best  law  possible  when  divisions  of  the  S'tate 
along  climatic  lines  are  considered,  but  taken  as  a whole  and  relating 
to  sections,  North  and  South,  and  East  and  West,  jointly,  we  feel 
that  it  is  as  nearly  perfect  as  may  be,  and  is  far  more  useful  as  a pro- 
tective measure,  than  could  be  possible  under  section  laws,  or  county 
laws. 

To  summarize: — 

We  respectfully  recommend: — That  a law  be  passed  giving  absolute 
protection  to  Elk  in  this  State;  That  a law  be  passed  placing  the 
Turtle  Dove  on  the  protected  list;;  That  a law  be  passed  forbidding 
the  sale  of  all  wild  game  of  a kind  found  in  a wild  state  in  the  United 
States,  killed  either  within  or  outside  of  this  State,  excepting  bear, 
rabbits,  raccoons  and  squirrels,  game  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  game  raised  strictly  in  captivity  within  this  State  under 
the  provisions  of  existing  law,  That  an  appropriation  be  given  the 
Game  Commission  wherewith  to  maintain  the  Game  Preserves  now 
created,  and  to  create  additional  preserves,  and, 

That  an  appropriation  be  made  to  our  use  sufficient  in  amount  to- 
permit  us  to  employ  the  force  of  officers  authorized  by  law,  and  to  in: 
other  ways  permit  us  to  do  the  work  expected  of  us,  a work  that  to 
our  minds  is  of  great  value  to  the  State,  also  That  no  law  be  passed 
in  any  manner  aiding  in,  or  permitting  the  killing  of  game  or  wild 
birds  other  than  is  permitted  at  this  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  B.  PENROSE, 

President. 

WILLIAM  B.  MeCALEB, 

JNO.  M.  PHILLIPS, 

LANING  HARVEY, 

COLEMAN  K.  SOBER, 

ARTHUR  CHAPMAN, 

Board  of  Game  Commissioners. 


I 


o 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  1st.  1912. 

To  the  Honorable  Hoard  of  Game  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania: — 

Gentlemen: — I desire,  at  this  time,  to  make  my  report  to  you,  con- 
sidering game  and  wild  birds,  and  general  game  protective  conditions 
as  they  exist  in  this  State  to  a limited  extent.  There  appears  to  be 
a most  decided  increase  in  wild  bird  life,  other  than  game-birds,  every- 
where in  the  Commonwealth,  and  especially  in  this  the  fact  in  those 
sections  where  the  people  are  helping  to  destroy  vermin  of  various 
kinds,  including  in  the  list  the  English  Sparrow,  and  the  House  Cat, 
it  having  been  established  beyond  reasonable  doubt  that  while  these 
two  creatures  may  do  some  good,  the  Sparrow  through  the  destruc- 
tion of  some  insects,  and  the  Cat  through  the  catching  of  some  rats 
and  mice  and  some  sparrows,  the  harm  done  by  them  through  the 
destruction  of  beneficial  birds  and  their  nests,  far  exceeds  the  good 
done  by  either  or  by  both  combined,  in  any  way.  In  other  words,  the 
beneficial  birds  destroyed  by  these  creatures,  if  left  alive,  would  do 
far  more  good  than  is  done  by  the  Sparrows  and  the  Cats. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  talk  frequently  to  various  audiences 
during  the  past  year  regarding  the  value  of  the  life-work  of  birds  in 
this  State  and  Nation,  and  especially  to  those  gathered  as  students  in 
the  High  Schools,  and  other  Schools  of  the  Commonwealth.  Others 
are  doing  the  same  thing  in  various  directions,  with  the  result,  that 
our  people,  especially  the  younger  generation  appear  to  have  a better 
understanding  than  ever  before,  of  what  the  presence  of  birds  mean 
to  each  one  of  us,  an  understanding  that  has  brought  a condition  of 
peace  and  rest  to  the  bird  world  almost  unknown  before.  The  nesting 
birds  in  the  open  trees  are  undisturbed,  and  the  erection  and  mainte- 
nance of  houses  for  such  of  our  birds  as  will  live  in  artificially  pre- 
pared habitations,  is  helping  greatly  to  bring  about  a return  of  these 
birds. 

Reports  received  from  every  direction  in  the  State,  excepting  those 
parts  where  because  of  high  cultivation  even  the  old-time  briar-patch 
in  the  fence  corner  has  been  removed,  indicate  a fair  increase  of  our 
game-birds  and  animals,  commonly  known  as  small  game,  such  as 
Wild  Turkeys,  Ruffed-Grouse,  Quail.  Rabbits  and  Squirrels,  and  to 
those  who  desir-e  pleasure  in  hunting  these  things  are  most  accept- 
able. I do  not  mean  by  this  that  we  have  game  in  this  State  in  ex- 
cessive quantity,  or  in  numbers  that  would  justify  indiscriminate 
slaughter,  but  I do  want  it  understood  that  we  have  more  game-birds 
and  more  game-animals  than  we  have  had  for  yeax*s,  that  if  given  the 
protection  it  deserves,  will  beyond  doubt  in  a limited  number  of  years, 
restock  our  covers  as  they  should  be. 
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While  fhe  winter  last  past,  was  severe  in  so  far  as  low  temperatures 
were  concerned,  our  game-birds,  such  as  the  Wild  Turkey,  the  Ituffed; 
Grouse,  and  the  Quail,  seem  to  have  wintered  well,  and  the  contention 
that  these  birds,  if  kept  dry  and  well-fed,  will  hut  seldom  freeze,  no 
matter  how  severe  the  weather,  has  been  strongly  reinforced;  we  had 
more  old  birds  left  in  this  State  this  Spring  than  we  have  had  for 
many  years.  This,  iu  addition  to  a favorable  hatching  season,  seems 
to  have  resulted  in  splendid  coveys  of  all  kinds  of  game-birds  in 
every  part  of  the  State,  where  these  birds  are  found  at  all. 

In  the  mid  summer  I visited  some  of  the  public  game  preserves  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  wish  to  assert  that  each  one  of  these  tracts 
are  doing  the  work  intended,  and  demonstrating  the  benefit  of  thor- 
ough protection,  including  that  given  through  the  extermination  of 
vermin.  While  on  the  preserve  in  Clearfield  county,  I saw,  at  one 
view,  three  female  grouse  in  an  old  road,  each  one  with  a brood  of 
little  ones  of  not  less  than  twelve.  These  birds  were  all  on  a stretch 
of  road  not  exceeding  forty  feet  in  length,  and  were  all  in  view  at  the 
same  time.  I never  before,  in  all  my  experience,  saw  more  than  oue 
brood  of  young  grouse  in  one  place  at  one  time.  During  this  visit  I 
saw  six  broods  of  grouse  in  this  preserve,  inside  of  three  hours,  and 
heard  another.  The  keeper  of  the  preserve  told  me  he  believed  he  had  a 
grouse  to  every  acre  of  land  inside  the  wire,  and  when  I said:  “You 
have  more  than  three  thousand  acres  in  this  preserve.”  He  replied: 
“And  I have  more  than  three  thousand  grouse.”  When  I inquired 
what  had  brought  about  this  result,  he  replied:  “The  destruction  of 
vermin.  I purchased  and  distributed  the  flesh  of  four  dead  horses 
last  year,  which  I loaded  with  strychnine,  with  the  result  that  during 
the  late  snows,  not  a track  of  a fox,  or  a wild  cat,  or  a weasel,  or  a 
skunk,  or  of  any  predatory  animal  could  be  found  inside  the  wire, 
and  many  a crow  quit  his  travels.”  Again,  demonstrating  the  possi- 
bilities of  game  increase  under  proper  care,  and  the  necessity  for  a 
bounty;  for  just  as  is  the  condition  iu  this  preserve,  so  is  the  condi- 
tion in  every  preserve  under  our  care,  and  just  as  game  has  been  in- 
creased in  these  havens  of  refuge,  through  the  destruction  ol  vermin, 
and  because  of  the  feeding  of  game,  so  it  can  be  increased  everywhere 
in  the  State,  if  the  incentive  is  maintained,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  hope  of  securing  a reward  in  the  shape  of  dollars,  is  to  many,  the 
greatest  inducement  that  could  be  advanced  for  the  extermination  of 
predatoi’y  creatures  of  all  kinds. 

I am  more  than  ever  satisfied  that  the  man  with  the  gun  gets  but 
a small  part  of  the  small  game  brought  into  existence,  not  to  exceed 
twenty  per  cent,  at  the  outside,  and  that  the  remainder  is  destroyed 
by  either  starvation  or  disease  during  severe  winters,  or  by  vermin, 
as  is  being  constantly  demonstrated;  vermin,  in  my  opinion,  taking 
the  greater  part. 


The  feeding  of  game  on  our  preserves,  as  lias  been  our  custom  for 
many  years,  also  demonstrates  the  benefit  that  comes  through  such 
action;  even  those  birds  that  are  known  as  ‘•budders,”  that  is,  birds 
that  when  the  ground  is  covered  with  ice  and  snow  gather  their  food- 
supply  from  the  buds  found  on  the  tree-tops  of  certain  trees,  such  as 
the  popular,  the  birches,  and  trees  of  like  kind,  are  undoubtedly  bene- 
fited. We  also  fed  birds  outside  of  the  preserves  in  various  places. 
At  one  place  a gentleman,  a special  deputy  game  protector,  started 
to  feed  and  protect  several  flocks  of  wild  turkeys,  aggregating  sixty- 
five  birds  in  number,  his  bill  for  services  was  $47.50,  $25.00  for  corn 
and  other  feed,  and  $22.50  for.  services  in  feeding  and  the  extermina- 
tion of  vermin.  II is  reports  made  after  the  snows  had  gone,  show 
that  through  his  efforts  sixty-four  of  these  birds  had  been  preserved, 
but  one  having  been  lost.  His  later  reports  show  that  many  of  these 
birds,  now  have  nice  broods  of  young  turkeys  following  them.  Corn, 
oats  and  buckwheat  were  the  grains  mostly  used. 

My  attention  is  almost  daily  called  to  the  disease  among  the  wild 
Chestnut  Trees  known  as  the  Chestnut  Blight,  a disease  that  appears 
to  be  spreading  everywhere,  and  that  bids  fair  to  kill,  within  a limited 
time,  every  tree  of  that  kind  in  our  Commonwealth,  in  this  way  caus- 
ing a decrease  in  the  natural  food-supply  of  our  wild  life,  a loss  that, 
to  me,  seems  beyond  expression  in  words  or  figures,  and  that  must 
be  supplied  in  some  way,  if  we  hope  to  have  our  Deer,  or  our  Wild 
Turkeys,  or  our  Ruffed-Grouse,  live  through  the  fall  and  winter 
months.  This  condition  seems  to  prevail  in  every  part  of  our  State, 
and,  to  my  mind,  is  the  most  serious  question  that  has  confronted  our 
people  during  my  life-time,  for  the  destruction  of  the  Chestnut,  means, 
not  only  the  loss  of  that  particular  nut  to  our  game,  before-mentioned, 
but  a most  decided  reduction  in  the  food-supply  still  remaining,  be- 
cause the  various  other  wild  creatures,  such  as  squirrels,  rats,  mice 
and  other  animals,  found  in  the  woods,  that  now  during  a fixed  pe- 
riod, to  a great  extent,  live  upon  the  Chestnut,  must  hereafter  derive 
their  sustenance  from  the  remaining  supply  of  whatever  that  may  be, 
and  when  that  supply  falls  below  the  demand,  there  is  sure  to  be 
serious  trouble.  I do  hope  that  some  species  of  Chestnut  may  be  dis- 
covered that  will  prove  immune  to  this  blight,  through  the  planting 
of  which  our  food-supply  to  wild-life  may  be  maintained,  and  that 
this  trouble  can  be  controlled  is  the  contention  of  Mr.  C.  K.  Sober, 
who  asserts  that  his  Chestnut  Farm,  in  Northumberland  county,  is 
kept  clear  of  the  disease  through  constant  care  and  attention.  If 
this  is  possible  in  oue  case,  it  should  be  posible  in  all  cases  and  opens 
an  avenue  through  which  this  desease  may  finally  disappear.  I hope 
that  some  remedy  may  quickly  be  discovered  to  not  only  stay,  but  also 
to  eradicate  this  disease  among  the  native  trees,  and  I hope  those 
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interested  in  game  preservation  will  in  the  meantime,  and  before  it 
is  too  late,  give  the  necessity  for  feeeding  our  game  during  the  win- 
ter, that  consideration  it  deserves. 

We  have  a fair  supply  of  game  this  fall,  and  it  is  now  up  to  the 
sportsmen,  to  the  farmer,  and  to  all  lovers  of  wild  life  to  do  more  than 
ever  before  for  the  feeding  of  our  game  during  the  coming  winters 
if  the  supply  of  game  is  to  be  maintained. 

1 again  reiterate  the  hope  that  some  method  can  be  devised,  through 
which  money  may  be  provided  for  the  payment  of  that  bounty  as  now 
fixed  by  law,  on  those  four  animals — the  wild  cat,  the  fox,  the  weasel, 
and  the  mink — each  one  of  which  constantly  destroys  day  in  and  out, 
the  year  round,  the  wild  cat  especially  being  exceedingly  destructive,, 
frequently  killing  fawns,  and  some  times  even  full-grown  deer,  and 
through  which  wild  birds  of  various  kinds  may  be  fed. 

1 call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  are  frequently  in  receipt 
of  letters  from  individuals,  including  some  farmers,  asking  for  help 
in  feeding  Quail  and  Turkeys  found  in  certain  sections,  and  must  say 
I have  had  no  little  difficulty  in  answering  these  questions  to  my  own 
satisfaction.  Xo  doubt  my  replies,  in  many  instances,  have  not  been 
gratifying  to  all  who  received  them  , but  i have  held  that  the  State 
would  not  attempt  to  supply  food  for  Quail  found  upon  private 
property,  unless  the  owner  thereof  would  guarantee  absolute  protec- 
tion to  such  birds,  in  this  way  creating  a limited  game  preserve  that 
would  surely  cause  an  increase  that  would  overflow  into  surrounding: 
territory,  or,  would  open  their  lands  to  lawful  hunting  during  the 
open  season.  I have  in  mind  several  instances  where  sportsmen  dur 
ing  a series  of  years  have  trapped  Quail  and  cared  for  them  during 
the  winter,  releasing  them  in  the  spring-time,  or  had  purchased  grain  j 
and  carried  it  out  to  the  birds,  thus  preserving  them  beyond  question,  , 
because  the  farmer  did  nothing  in  eith?r  of  these  directions,  only  to  1 
be  denied  the  right  to  hum  these  same  birds  and  their  increase  on  jr 
such  lands  by  the  owner  thereof,  because  such  owner  desired  to  re- 
serve  Ihe  hunting  of  such  birds  to  himself  or  his  friends.  This,  to- 
me, seems  entirely  wrong,  and  I haw  felt  that  the  life-work  of  these  ! 

, J 

birds  made  a full  return  to  the  owner  of  lands  for  any  outlay  he 
might  make  to  perpetuate  the  birds,  and  that  while  the  owner  of  lands 
had  and  should  continue  to  have  the  right  to  control  the  hunting' 

. j 0 

privileges  upon  his  lands  in  such  manner  as  to  him  might  seem  best, 

l|  J) 

it  was  not  the  province  of  the  Game  Commission  to  expend  the  mow 

1 3' 

eys  at  its  command  in  any  manner  except  for  the  public  good.  If  the 
owners  of  land  will  give  absolute  protection  to  these  creatures  found 
thereon,  neither  killing  the  birds  themselves  or  permitting  them  to  be 
killed  by  others  upon  their  property,  or,  will  open  their  lands  to  legal 
hunting,  it  might  be  well  for  the  State  to  help  feed  the  birds  in  such  ^ 
places,  otherwise,  this  should  not  be  done. 
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Because  oi'  tlie  absence  of  Elk  in  a wild  state  in  litis  Common wealth,, 
the  law  giving  protection  to  these  animals  was  some  years  ago  so 
worded  as  to  remove  the  protection  formerly  given  to  Elk.  It  now 
appears  that  herds  of  Elk  found  upon  the  public  domain  in  the  far 
West  are  annually  subjected  to  severe  suffering  and  death  by  starva- 
tion because  of  the  limitation  and  taking  for  agricultural  purposes 
of  their  winter  feeding  grounds,  and  that  because  of  this  condition, 
the  National  Government  is  anxious  to  reduce  the  Western  herds  by 
placing  numbers  of  these  animals  elsewhere  to  their  benefit,  the  cost 
to  those  receiving  such  animals  being  only  the  expense  incurred  in 
their  capture  and  transportation  to  any  designated  point.  While  we 
are  awere  of  the  disposition  of  Elk  to  wander  long  distances,  and  to 
sometimes  remove  themselves  entirely  from  the  territory  upon  which 
they  may  be  released,  it  might  be  that  some  would  remain  in  our  for- 
ests to  the  benefit  of  our  people,  and  I refer  this  subject  to  you  at 
this  time  for  your  consideration.  You  will  notice  by  a reference  to 
our  financial  statement  that  almost  one-half  of  the  fund  appropriated 
to  our  use,  for  game  preserve  purposes,  remains  unexpended,  and  it 
might  be  well  for  us  to  create  another  game  preserve  specially  dedi- 
cated to  an  effort  to  re-establish  Elk  in  Pennsylvania,  and  also  to  dis- 
tribute a limited  number  of  these  animals  in  the  preserves  already 
established,  considering  that  perhaps  it  will  be  imperative,  to  supply 
a certain  quantity  of  hay  and  grain  each  year  for  winter  use  of  these 
animals  in  this  climate.  If  this  undertaking  is  considered  feasible, 
the  law  can  be  so  fixed  as  to  give  the  protection  needed,  before  these 
animals  could  be  secured  from  the  West. 

1 believe  it  would  be  well  to  locate  the  Elk  that  may  be  received 
upon  those  of  our  preserves  located  upon  the  largest  tracts  of  our 
‘State  Forestry  lands  as  far  as  possible  from  cultivated  lands,  and  as 
near  the  center  of  the  State  as  may  be,  in  this  way  giving  the  animals 
as  great  range  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  reduce  to  the  mini- 
mum the  danger  of  injury  to  growing  crops  by  these  animals  and  the 
possibility  of  their  wandering  out  of  our  jurisdiction.  A limited  area 
should  be  at  once  enclosed  in  which  the  imported  Elk  may  be  retained 
and  fed  until  vegetation  has  fairly  started  in  the  Spring-time. 

I have  contracted  for  and  expect  to  receive  before  next  Spring  a 
number,  approximating  seventy  (70 ) Wild  Turkeys,  the  contract 
price  being  sliding,  and  not  to  exceed  $10.00  per  bird.  The  price 
asked  last  year  was  just  double  that  asked  this  year. 

I have  found  it  execeedingly  hard  to  get  native  game  birds  of  var- 
ious kinds  for  propagating  purposes  at  any  price.  Ruffed-grouse 
cannot  be  secured  at  all,  and  the  supply  of  Wild  Turkey  and  Quail 
ion  the  market  is  limited  indeed,  not  because  these  birds  are  more 
scarce  than  for  several  years  past,  but  because  the  laws  of  almost 
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•every  State  of  this  Union  forbid  the  shipment  of  such  birds,  eith 
living  or  dead,  outside  of  tlie'r  respective  boundaries.  Wild  Turke 
and  Quail  can  be  legally  secured  from  but  two  or  three  direction 
one  of  the  States  at  this  time  permitting  the  sale  and  shipment 
Wild  Turkey  is  Maryland,  from  which  1 hope  to  secure  a few  bit* 
raised  in  semi-captivity ; that  is,  the  eggs  laid  by  Wild  Turkeys  we 
placed  under  ordinary  chickens ; each  young  bird,  a short  time  aft 
being  hatched,  having  the  tip  joint  of  one  wing  remoevd,  thus  pi 
venting  the  birds  from  flying  any  distance  and  permitting  their  rete 
tion  inside  a fenced  inclosure  without  cover.  I believe,  therefore,  th 
it  would  be  well  for  us  to  enclose  upon  such  of  our  preserves  as  m; 
be  considered  suited  to  such  purposes,  a limited  space  not  to  excei 
four  or  five  acres,  with  a woven  wire  fence  eight  feet  in  height,  whei 
in  these  birds  may  be  retained  and  used  as  breeders,  the  product, 
any,  to  be  released  at  I he  proper  time  in  various  sections  of  the  Sta( 
such  birds  as  may  be  received  in  mutilated  shape  to  be  released  ; 
soon  as  possible  in  the  Spring. 

In  some  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  many  of  the  people  have  b 
come  impressed  with  the  idea  that  something  should  be  done  arti 
dally  to  help  increase  the  game  of  that  State,  and  propagating  farn 
have  been  advocated  as  the  menus  best  adapted  to  secure  satisfactoi 
results  in  ibis  direction.  The  same  idea  has  found  lodgment  in  ti 
minds  of  some  of  our  citizens.  It  is  a well-known  fact  that  the  effor 
to  raise  Eufl'ecl-Grouse  or  Quail  in  captivity  has  not,  up  to  this  tim 
been  rewarded  with  any  marked  degree  of  success,  so  those  adv 
eating  this  procedure,  heretofore  followed,  have  turned  to  importe 
birds  as  a last  resort,  and  especially  in  this  connection  has  the  rin 
neck  pheasant,  either  English  or  Chinese,  and  the  Hungarian  Qua: 
been  considered.  Upon  this  subject  I have  already  made  a full  repo 
in  writing,  and  will  not  dwell  longer  upon  it  at  this  time. 

I am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  the  public  game  preserve,  i 
which  our  native  birds  can  find  peace  and  safety,  and  increase  in 
wild  state,  is  our  only  hope. 

I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of  Gan 
Protectors  under  pay  at  this  time  is  but  ten  in  the  Commonwealtl 
three  in  the  office  and  seven  in  the  field,  a force  entirely  insufficient  t 
perform  the  work  expected  of  us.  While  every  constable  of  the  Stal 
is  a Game  Protector,  and  it  is  especially  made  his  duty  by  the  act  c 
March  22nd,  1899,  P.  L.  17,  to  enforce  the  game  laws,  there  is  not  t 
exceed  one  in  a hundred  of  the  constables  of  Pennsylvania  who  do  am 
thing  in  this  direction,  and  while  we  have  several  hundred  speeh 
deputy  game  protectors,  whom  we  can  request  to  do  certain  thing 
and  who  can  comply  or  refuse  to  comply  as  to  them  may  seem  fi 
we  have  but  eight  men  whom  we  can  command  and  expect  a compl 


ante  with  the  order.  These  eight  men,  one  from  1 lie  office  and  seven 
outside  of  the  office,  are  all  hard-working,  earnest  and  energetic 
workers,  men  who  because  of  long  experience  are  competent  to  do  the 
expected  work  and  who  are  doing  it,  and  who  in  accomplishing  the 
tasks  presented  are  constantly  called  upon  to  meet  men  with  guns  in 
their  hands;  men  who  over  and  above  the  protection  guaranteed  to 
our  game  and  wild  birds  are  making  returns  in  cash,  through  tines 
and  penalties,  of  fully  one-  half  the  money  appropriated  to  their  use. 
as  will  be  seen  by  a reference  to  our  books  or  to  our  financial  state- 
ments as  attached  to  our  reports.  I therefore,  under  these  circum- 
stances, feel  that  these  men  should  be  better  paid,  and  most  earnestly 
recommend  that  all  our  officers,  outside  of  the  home  office,  be  paid 
|75.00  per  month,  instead  of  $50.00,  as  at  the  present  time.  I also  feel 
that  the  full  force  of  thirty  Protectors,  as  authorized  by  law,  should 
under  the  same  conditions  be  as  quickly  as  possible  be  put  in  commis- 
sion. I am  satisfied  that  game  and  bird  protection  means  greater 
benefit  to  the  State  than  does  many  of  the  propositions  that  secure 
far  more  help  from  the  State.  Some  of  these  benefits  1 have  tried  to 
bring  before  the  people  in  our  pamphlets,  Bulletin  No.  1 relating  to 
game,  and  No.  2 relating  to  the  life-work  of  birds. 

I report  to  you  that  under  your  directions  T attended  the  meeting 
of  the  National  Association  of  Game  Commissioners  and  Game  Pro- 
tectors, held  at  Denver,  Colorado,  during  ihe  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  of  Sep- 
tember, just  passed;  also  the  National  Congress  of  Conservation,  held 
at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  beginning  on  October  2nd,  1 D 1 2 . Mr.  John 
M.  Phillips,  one  of  our  Game  Commissioners,  accompanied  me  to  both 
places.  At  Denver,  we  met  a nurner  of  practical  Game  Protectors, 
some  thirty  States  being  represented,  and  had  an  interchange  of 
thoughts  and  ideas,  that  is  sure  to  result  in  benefit  to  those  present, 
and  to  the  States  they  represented.  At  Indianapolis,  there  appeared 
to  be  too  many  people,  too  many  theoretical  ideas  and  not  enough 
time  to  consider  anything  in  a beneficial  way. 

I take  pleasure  in  saying  that  I believe  the  old-time  idea  that  the 
Game  Commission  was  created  simply  to  increase  game  for  men  to 
kill  is  rapidly  giving  place  to  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  our  work 
extends  far  beyond  this  thought,  and  that  instead  of  preserving  and 
increasing  for  the  sole  purpose  of  destroying,  our  work  is  to  preserve 
and  conserve,  because  of  the  value  of  the  life-work  of  birds;  tin*  worth 
of  the  food-supply,  or  the  pleasure  of  the  chase,  or  of  recreation,  or  of 
training  in  the  use  of  guns  secured  through  hunting,  with  all  these 
things  means,  appear  to  be  of  light  weight,  when  compared  with  the 
value  of  the  life-work  of  birds,  and  the  people  realizing  these  things 
are  helping  us  in  our  work  in  a way  that  is  most  gratifying. 

I attach  herewith  a financial  statement  commencing  with  the  1st  of 
December,  1911,  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report  and  ending  Dec 
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-(•ember  1st,  1912,  and  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  but 
$20,400.00  of  our  appropriation  of  $40,200.00  made  to  cover  two  years 
is  handled  by  this  office,  $19,800.00  being  paid  by  check  of  the  State 
Treasurer  direct  to  the  Game  Protectors  as  salaries  during  the  said 
two  years,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  14th,  1911,  See  Gen- 
eral Appropriation  Act  bound  separately  from  the  Pamphlet  Laws. 

Third  Quarter,  December  1st,  1911,  to  February  29th,  1912. 


Dr. 

Balance  from  last  quarter 

Warrant  on  appropriation,  

Penalties  and 'Costs  collected,  

Proceeds  of  guns  sold,  

Proceeds  of  taxidermists’  licenses,  

Proceeds  of  propagating  licenses  and  tags. 
Proceeds  of  special  license,  


Cr. 

Expenses  for  quarter,  

Deposits  in  State  Treasury,  

Half-penalties  returned  to  prosecutors, 


Balance, 


$1 ,45S  76 
2,550  00 
4,204  63 
53  50 
17  00 
2 20 
1 00 


$8,377  09 

$3,820  19 
4,092  68 
292  65 


8,205  57 

171  57 


Fourth  Quarter,  March  1st,  to  May  31st,  1912. 


Dr. 

Balance  from  last  quarter,  , $^  171  57 

Warrants  on  appropriation 5,100  00 

Penalties  and  costs  collected , 4,812  17 

Proceeds  of  guns  sold,  84  75 

Proceeds  of  taxidermists’  licenses,  12  00 

Proceeds  of  non-resident  license 10  00 

Proceeds  of  propagating  licenses 4 00 

Proceeds  of  ordinary  license 1 00 

Expenses  advanced  and  returned  by  officers 25  00 


$10j  220  49 

Cr.  1 

Expenses  for  quarter $2,659  87 

Deposits  in  State  Treasury , 4,923  92 


.$  7,583  79 


Balance, 


.$  2,636  70 


Fifth  Quarter,  June  1st  to  August  31st,  1912. 


Dr. 

Balance,  $2,636  70 

Penalties  and  costs  collected 1,481  50 

Proceeds  of  guns  sold,  114  85 

Proceeds  of  taxidermists’  licenses 11  00 

Expenses  advanced  and  returned , 50  00 


$ 4,294  05 


Expenses  for  quarter,  $2,069  29 

Deposits  in  State  Treasury 1,602  35 

Half  penalties  returned  to  prosecutors,  5 00 


$ 3,676  64 


$ 617  41 


Balance, 


13 


Sixth  Quarter,  September  1st  to  November  30th,  1912. 


Dr. 

Balance,  

Warrant  on  appropriations , ... 

Penalties  and  costs  collected , ... 

Proceeds  of  guns  sold,  

Proceeds  of  non-resident  licenses, 
Proceeds  of  taxidermist  licenses, 
Proceeds  of  propagating  licenses,  , 
Proceeds  of  ordinary  license,  ... 

Proceeds  of  special  license 

Costs  on  hand 


$ 617  41 
2,550  00 
2,907  76 
432  65 
70  00 
20  00 
6 CM* 
1 00 
1 00 
40  00 


Cr. 

Expenses  for  quarter,  $3 ,037  .39 

Deposits  in  State  Treasury 3,438  41 

Half-penalties  returned  to  prosecutors 40  00 


Balance, 


$6 , 645  82 


$129  92 


STATEMENT  OF  PRESERVE  FUND 
Third  Quarter,  December  1st,  1911,  to  February  29th,  1912. 


Dr. 

Balance  from  last  quarter, 
Warrant  on  appropriation, 


Cr. 

Expenses  for  quarter 


Balance , 


S 697  20 
1,875  00 

$ 2,572  20 

$1,366  77 

$1,366  77 
S 1,205  43 


Fourth  Quarter,  March  1st,  to  May  31st,  1912. 


Dr. 

Balance  from  last  quarter $1,205  43 

Warrants  on  appropriation,  3,750  00 

Amount  returned  by  officer,  1 75 


Cr. 

Expenses  during  quarter,  . 


Balance, 


$ 4,957  18 

$3,112  36 

$ 3,112  36 
$ 1,844  82 


Fifth  Quarter,  June  1st  to  August  31st,  1912. 


Dr. 

Balance  from  last  quarter 1,844  82 

Refund  from  Adams  Express  Company 5 94 


Cr. 

Expenses  during  quarter,  . 


$ 1 ,850  76 

$,258  90 

$1,258  90 


Balance, 


$ 591  86 
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Sixth  Quarter,  September  1st  to  December  30th,  1912. 


Dr. 

Balance  from  last  quarter,  $ 591  80 

Warrant  on  appropriation 1,875  00 

$ 2,460  86 
Cr. 

Expenses  for  quarter,  $1,392  59 

$1,392  59 

Balance.  December  1st,  1912,  $1,074  27 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  KALBFUS, 
Secretary,  Board  of  Game  Commissioners. 


